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If you are a dreamer, come in. 

If you are a dreamer, 

a wisher, a flier, 

a hope-er, a pray-er... 

come sit by my fire, 

for we have some flax golden tales to spin...

Come In!

Come In!

 Shel Silverstein



toward a modern living architecture
When asked to characterize our work, I go with the term “Living 
Architecture.” This school of thought has roots in Rudolph 
Steiner’s impulses that saw architecture as having a life. His was 
a humanistic and spiritual metaphor akin to Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
organic architecture which promotes harmony between human 
habitation and the natural world. Living Architecture conveys an 
elegant humility in contrast to an ego statement that says “look at 
me,” which often drives the modern technological typology.

Living Architecture also has tendrils in Scandinavian sensitivities. 
Their love of nature and social equality drives them to pursue an 
elegant simplicity, a frugal aesthetic, an expressive integrity in the 
use of materials, and a directness in form and structure. In this 
way buildings are genuine, unadorned and approachable.

My desire is to draw on these foundational references while 
refreshing the dialogue with a respect for being modern and of our 
time. Celebrating our relationship with nature must also respond 
to the imperatives of this age, and the role of architecture in 
sustaining a warming planet. Organic architecture morphs with 
sustainability, embraces elegant technology and embraces the 
larger humanistic necessities of doing more with less. Such a lofty 
set of goals is the reason that I qualify the effort as “towards” a 
modern living architecture. These goals have consistently fueled 

my creative process in the projects that have come into my life 
and practice over the past 40 years. 

The following pages present some of our homes that were 
approached through the lens of Modern Living Architecture. The 
work is, by nature, imperfect. We aim high with every intention 
to measure up to our values, but there is no escaping the fact 
that we are constructing in a complex system. Our work draws 
on the ancient Japanese aesthetic of Wabi-sabi, the beauty of 
things imperfect and impermanent. It is a beauty of things 
modest and humble. It is a beauty of things unconventional and 
of the heart and hand, along with the head.

I hope you enjoy this collection of homes, both large and small, 
co-created with clients, colleagues, and builders who in their 
unique ways facilitated the life-long intentions of a studio with 
lofty ideals and a love affair with people, place and our planet.

David Barrett, FAIA



Thoughtful design must begin with deep listening. As architects, 
we are seekers on a journey of discovery. The quality of our 
attention, our presence in the moment, and our understanding 
of context drives the depth of our solution. Thus, we must slow 
down, resist the temptation to fill the blank paper, and carefully 
peel back the layers of the onion.

We first listen to our clients’ deeper longings, what fuels and 
moves them, their unique pasts, and their particular natures. 
We listen to their budget, priorities, intentions, needs and fears. 
Together these form a container with a tension that demands 
creativity, flexibility and rigor. 

We listen to the land, site and climate in their natural rhythms 
and flows. The sun and wind, the slope and the views – all 
the external forces at play – suggest how to marry form and 
orientation in ways that are most benefitial. This is the root of 
passive solar and sustainable design which, when you pay 
attention, provides an economy of energy and structure.

All these considerations cycle through an iterative and interactive 
series of sketches, models, and decisions that evolve and refine 
the design until, in the end, there is a home that reflects the 
honesty and intimacy of all the relationships involved.

We had a client write to us years after his residence was 
completed: “Best wishes to you all for helping me transform my 
life.” The feeling is mutual. Thank you for inviting us into your life 
to do this work that we are so passionate about.

deep listening 

Nature is a jealous lover. 
She demands our full attention to reveal her secrets.
Be still.
Listen for instructions.

David Barrett



I have long been thankful for R. Buckminster Fuller’s mind-
expanding book I Seem to Be a Verb. As the message unfolds, 
Bucky, who is a philosopher, architect, and engineer, dives into 
deep cosmological waters when he states, “God, to me, it seems 
is a verb, not a noun, proper or improper.” This cognition frames 
our lives as an evolutionary process and an integral function of the 
universe. I believe this wisdom rings true for architecture as well.

Taking on this viewpoint, the apparently static construction of 
a building can be seen as a dynamic and unfolding object in a 
constant dance of change. Much like people, architecture is in 
a continual evolution of becoming, while simultaneously in the 
imperative process of entropy; order and chaos are always at 
work in an ever-changing balance. 

You will find in this book that fixed photographs depict each home 
we’ve designed, showing only a single moment plucked from 
the life of a building. Sadly, what we can’t see or feel in any of 
these snapshots are the life forces moving through space, the 
experiences of changing light, and one’s evolving reference to the 
life that is happening throughout; that life affirming celebration of 
the Force that pulses through each of us and the magical universe 

that we are seamlessly embedded in and with. These actions 
and forces are what we design for...an experience!

To achieve a design that has this quality of vitality, we often ask 
our clients in the beginning stages of design to set aside thinking 
of the house as an assembly of rooms – a living room, a dining 
room, a bedroom. Naming the spaces can confine and limit, so 
we encourage people to simply speak of the actions of their lives 
– verbs such as gathering, preparing food, relaxing, sleeping and 
making love. From that essential information, we can design 
spaces freely to facilitate action, to adapt, flex, reconfigure and 
evolve. Living is the key ingredient as we create form. 

Creative vitality is that constructive force which 
in the course of time brings art onto a high wave of 
evolution, and which, because of its continuance and 
consistence, keeps it there. 

Eliel Saarinen, Search For Form

vitality in verbs
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 home on the range
Located in South Boulder, with stunning panoramic views of the Flatirons and 
Hogback, Home on the Range comprises a main house, guest house, studio, and 
barns with indoor riding arena. The buildings are a blend of rich craftsmanship, 
sophisticated furnishings, raw and rustic materials, and modern detailing.

The owners desired a flowing, comfortable home for their family that encourages 
play, interaction, and genuine living. This is a Colorado ranch house, responsive to 
the barns and animals, mountains, big sky, intense wind, and rugged dryness…a 
home for belonging, for living dreams. Seamless transition from landscape to 
architecture is complimented by both inward contemplative spaces and outward 
open spaces with views and literal connections to the land. Experienced as a 
juxtaposition between hard and soft, rectilinear and curvilinear, the fullness of life 
is expressed with both precision and love.

Photos: Michael Shopenn Photography, Marpa Landscape Design Studio and 
BARRETT STUDIO architects
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The space facilitates and supports the stillness, 
the most calm and useful aspects of my mind.

Homeowner

master suite

bedroom wing

studio

guest suite

living & dining

entry & tower

pool



During the process 
we became so integrated 

that it was impossible to tell who was 
leading and who was following. 

It became all about co-creation.

David Barrett





 riding on 
 the range
The completion of Home on The Range required a seamless marriage of 
habitat and horse facilities. Thus, Riding on the Range fulfills a lifestyle that is 
both public and private. Central to a small community of riders, boarders and 
equine enthusiasts is the barn, stalls, and outdoor and indoor riding arenas. 
The architecture of these functions blend a strong reference to local rural forms, 
with a more utilitarian bent to modernism, and the weathered material pallet of 
recycled snow fencing, Corten corrugated steel and local stone. One glimpses 
the presence and architectural dialogue between home and riding facility, while 
always recognizing the implied boundaries between the two.

Inside the facilities, natural light abounds, with attention to the needs of riders 
and horses alike in a way that speaks of the owner’s love and respect for both.

Photos: Michael Shopenn Photography, Ben Tremper, and BARRETT STUDIO architects
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The place feels right.  Like it has been taken apart and put 
back together, and it’s the way it was supposed to be....
The roads and the ditches and the pens and the tractor and 
the house and the arena are in the right place. And they work. 
They all go “click,” like some Feng Shui realization of 
proper placement. 

Owner





extra small
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 stoneview home 
Rooted in Colorado, this home reflects the relationship of the clients: 
a distinct and complex intermingling of masculine and feminine 
creating a harmonious whole. Designed for a “cowboy” and an artist, 
this is a quintessential Colorado organic luxury home that explores 
craftsmanship and artisanal masonry, metal, and timber work. Local 
artisans pushed their boundaries, transforming mundane details such 
as switch plates, handrails, and barn doors into works of art in their own 
right. The earthy textures of the home, outdoor living spaces and flora 
transition seamlessly back into the native landscape. 

Photos: Ron Ruscio Photography and BARRETT STUDIO architects
Interiors: Fedderly & Associates
Kitchen: Exquisite Kitchen Design
Landscape: Lifescape





We wanted a house that rose out 
of the land like a tree, with one 

big heart-and-soul room as 
the main living space.

Homeowner



 home in    
 rockscape
Home in Rockscape is an experience of rock, sky and 
distant vistas, both a sanctuary and an observatory. As 
home for a couple — a scientist and a fiber artist — it 
is a blending of technology and art, masculine and 
feminine, earth and sky. 

The site, located in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains 
outside of Boulder, Colorado, is a spectacular geological 
event. Just as a lizard suns itself on a rock, the house 
is an organism touching down lightly on the granite pile. 
Built on six piers anchored to the granite outcropping, 
mechanical systems are contained in the underbelly 
in order to avoid standard excavation that would have 
disturbed the surrounding ecology. This delicate 
addition to the natural vocabulary of the site inextricably 
intertwines with rocks, trees and sky.

Photos: Ron Ruscio Photography and BARRETT STUDIO 
architects
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tropical home
This custom residence on a small lake in Orlando, Florida, 
brings open, flow-through living to its fecund tropical garden 
site. Three pavilions provide for live, work, and guest spaces, 
intertwining architecture with mature live oaks and lush 
vegetation. Dramatic cantilevers provide shade, shelter from 
frequent thunderstorms, and bring dynamic movement to the 
simple form. This bioclimatic design approach draws from 
lessons from the past to create a cool, loft-like environment. 

The desire to preserve the site’s grandiose live oaks led 
to strategically constraining the new home to the existing 
foundation footprint. This not only successfully prevented root 
damage, but also allowed for the experience of the home as a 
“treehouse” of sorts — fully embedded in the primeval forest.

Photos: CRT Studio, Inc. and BARRETT STUDIO architects

Interiors: CRT Studio, Inc.





Nature’s model is one of  interconnectedness. 
As we work through a cascade of scales, I remember 
what Charles Eames says, “See the big things in the 

little things and the little things in the big things.” 

David Barrett
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phoenix home
The Colorado wildfires of 2010 raged across this land, leaving 
just scorched skeletons of trees in their wake. The clients 
decided to use this “cleansing” as a driver for the Phoenix 
Home, which rises dramatically from the ashes of this sloped 
site. Inspired by the morphology of lenticular clouds that sweep 
across the Front Range, The Phoenix Home unfurls from the 
landscape, stretching a curved facade to capture sun and views. 

The southwest facing roof is feathered with flexible photovoltaic 
solar panels that are integrated into the curved metal roofing: 
these provide electricity for the home and built in-spa. The 
exterior walls are clad with fire-resistant cement stucco over 
insulating foam boards, providing a strong shoulder against 
gusting winds. Triple pane glazing in the windows limits heat 
loss and condensation in the winter, while also adding another 
layer of wildfire defense to the home.

In the winter, the low sun floods the space and provides passive 
solar heating, absorbed by the concrete floor’s thermal mass. In 
the summer, the roof overhang shades most of the south-facing 
glass, while the home’s narrow profile and operable windows 
provide cross ventilation cooling.



My wife and I live  
outside of the ordinary 
and adore nature. This home 
reflects our  true being
in many, many ways.

Homeowners



 Be truthful: nature only sides with truth. 

Adolf Loos
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 home of straw
The subtle beauty of this arid site dictates the design of an 
artistic couple’s retirement home. Nestled into a ridgeline on 
the foothills at the base of Mt. Antero, just northwest of Salida, 
Colorado, the house has minimal impact on the environment, 
the site, and the views of neighbors. This home is a poetic 
expression of the importance of sustainable and healthy 
materials and systems, and an honest expression of truth and 
integrity in materiality.  

This passive solar house uses straw bale construction and 
I-joist roof framing to provide high thermal insulation values. 
The interior plaster, mass walls, and tile over an insulated slab 
on grade, provide thermal mass to absorb and store the sun’s 
radiant energy, while heat-mirror glazing keeps the heat inside. 





garden home 
Garden Home is the Boulder, Colorado, dwelling of David 
Barrett, founder of Barrett Studio Architects, his architect 
wife Betzi, and their son Will. The home is the realization 
of the architects’ dream to design their own surroundings, 
and is informed by their dedication to community and 
environmental stewardship.  

The 2,500 square foot house and detached studio above 
the garage shape a series of outdoor rooms, anchored by 
a central apple tree. The Garden Home utilizes passive 
solar design and low energy / low maintenance, recycled 
materials to produce a responsive and elegantly utilitarian 
architecture that is a good neighbor to the surrounding 
houses and adjacent community gardens. David is pictured 
here enjoying the courtyard with his granddaughter.

Photos: Thorney Lieberman and BARRETT STUDIO architects
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bluebell home
The Bluebell Home is a study in optimizing a home within a myriad of 
fixed constraints. The challenge of a sub-standard size city lot (6,750 
sq ft) was compounded by constraints including city height limit, solar 
shadow limit, Floor Area Ratio, floodplain, sloping site, bank requirement 
for minimum finished square feet above grade, alley access, high water 
table, expansive soils, and programmatic requirements such as a 3-car 
garage. This necessitated exacting design that exceeded the clients’ 
expectations, and maximizes a site specific building envelope while still 
sitting comfortably 
alongside its neighbors.

The resulting home is spacious and decidedly modern, open on the main 
level with daylit privacy in the cozy bedrooms above. Built-in storage fills 
angular nooks, showcasing art and a library. The ample and varied public 
and private outdoor space is open to the sun in winter and shaded with 
custom brise-soleils in the summer. Opportunities for interaction amongst 
family and friends abound — from the half wall overlooking the living area 
to the tilt-up glass wall connecting the kitchen to an outdoor bar.

Despite the formal constraints, the home energy use calculations are 39% 
better than building code requirements. This was accomplished through a 
comprehensive consideration of energy use and the integration of passive 
solar design strategies, a roof mounted photovoltaic array, a high quality 
insulation and window package, a high efficiency boiler heating zoned 
radiant floor slabs, a High SEER air conditioner and a heat recovery 
ventilator.

09





 casa m
A decorative painter and a fire behavior analyst decided to 
make their dream of a custom home a reality. The building 
form was inspired by the decorative painter’s passion for 
thick-walled modern Mexican architecture. From the fire 
behavior analyst came the suggestion of a highly fire-
resistant material, Aerated Autoclaved Concrete (AAC). 
AAC is a thick-wall system with integrated insulation, 
excellent fire resistance, acoustic barrier properties, 
thermal efficiency, rot, mold and pest protection — and 
low embodied energy. The twist came when their previous 
home  — on a different site — burnt to the ground in a 
devastating wildfire during the construction of Casa M. The 
prescience of this home’s building system was not lost on 
the team; now, fire resistance was paramount for the family 
to feel secure and comfortable in their new home.  

On a half-acre North Boulder site with ideal solar access 
for passive solar design, Casa M represents a synergy 
between solar orientation, material technology, and 
architectural study. Within this high-performance, thick-wall, 
modern home, the couple will safely create new stories and 
weave their family’s tale well into the future.
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water-shed 
revival
After their Niwot, Colorado, home was inundated with 
floodwater and mud in the historic 2013 flood, the owners 
brought their “glass is half full” zest for life to the process 
of restarting their lives in a modest budget-conscious 
home. It wouldn’t have been possible without the goodwill 
of neighbors, friends, strangers, donated services, and 
their own grit and full engagement in the building process.

Water-shed Revival is a 2000 square foot home designed 
for social engagement, inside-outside living, the joy of 
cooking, and soaking in the sun and mountain views. The 
lofty space under the shed roof speaks of farm structures, 
but with a twist of the modern vis-à-vis clerestory windows 
and glass walls. Concrete floors act as a passive solar 
heat sink for a constant sense of thermal comfort, 
not to mention a relief for muddy pet paw cleanups. 
Cost-effective structure and material choices, such as 
corrugated metal and HardiePanel siding, point this home 
and this couple toward a renewed future. 
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They say tragedy brings out the 
best and the worst in people. 

We’ve seen the best.

Homeowner



 uncompahgre 
 retreat 
Nestled into the soft cottonwood trees at the edge of the Uncompahgre River, 
this modest home provides a cool, airy retreat from the oppressive heat of 
the surrounding high desert. The simple form and rustic materials present 
a humble facade to passersby, but inside a soaring volume and dramatic 
fixtures lend a sense of airiness. An invitation to riverside relaxation, the rear 
opens to the river with a generous patio which mirrors the jogged roofline.
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We can never 
have enough of nature. 

We must be refreshed by the sight of 
inexhaustible vigor, vast and titanic 

features, the sea-coast . . . the wilderness 
with its living and its decaying trees, the 

thunder-cloud, and the rain.

Henry David Thoreau



 creekside  
 courtyard
Creekside Courtyard combines the sensual pleasure 
of living on dynamic water with access to sunshine and 
spectacular views of the iconic Boulder Flatirons and 
Eldorado Canyon. Two courtyards anchor the home in 
place: one opening to the southern sun, with the other to 
dappled cottonwood shade and moisture along the creek.

Architecturally, the thick walled home utilizes recycled 
content insulated concrete forms (ICF’s) to achieve energy 
efficient stability in a highly wind prone location. The forms 
also reference the client’s youth, growing up just outside of 
Chaco Canyon. A collection of native american rugs set the 
tone for a territorial expression, while exploring responses 
to the Colorado climate and sense of place. Colorful stucco 
walls add energy to outdoor rooms, while weathered 
corrugated steel and cement speak to the geological color 
palette that surrounds and inspires the home.

13





artists’ home
Embraced by the Southampton woods in upstate New 
York, this residence — in harmony with two mixed-
media art studios — shelters a peaceful landscaped 
clearing anchored by a sculpted pool. Colors selected 
by Mary Boochever, an architectural colorist, and careful 
consideration of building materials, create surface textures 
and patterns that flow around corners, connect the ground 
to the sky, and map through to the interior spaces.

Integration of alternative and sustainable materials such 
as Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs), geothermal energy 
heat sourcing, and a photovoltaic array allow these 
two talented artists to make tangible their commitment 
to the environment while also extending their thinking 
regarding the art of living. For the architects, this collection 
of buildings presented the opportunity to contemplate 
resourceful living at a hyper-creative level, resulting in this 
comfortably eclectic retreat. 

Photos: Brian Vanden Brink and BARRETT STUDIO architects
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As the sun colors flowers, so does art color life.

John Lubbock



extra small

wee ski chalet 
The Wee Ski Chalet represents a shift in one family’s vision for a place 
to call home after a day skiing on the mountain. Embedded in a Colorado 
ski resort and accessible only via snowmobile during the winter season, 
the cabin rejects the more prevalent ostentatious visual language seen in 
oversized and underdesigned mountain lodges. Opting instead for a cozy 
1,000 square foot retreat from the elements, this enclave achieves high 
levels of sustainability in an exacting environment. This zero-energy grid-
independent home relies greatly on passive solar siting and thermal mass  
to maintain a cozy temperature even on heavy snow days. 

Photos: Michael Shopenn Photography and BARRETT STUDIO architects

15



Sometimes the best way to 
recharge our batteries 
is to unplug them.

Anonymous



bridge cabin
The Bridge Cabin comfortably houses a multi-
generational family for retreat in just over 3,000 
square feet nestled in the Colorado mountains. 
The bridge connects the lower living level to the 
upper sleeping areas via a compact spiral stair.  
“Eyes on the children” is enabled by widening the 
bridge to allow four beds—just the right size for the 
grandchildren.

Sited for optimal passive solar access, the exposed 
concrete floor is thermally warmed, while the living 
roof above provides earth insulation.

Rustic living finish materials will weather and color 
as the home ages, furthering the distant impression 
of the home as a relic of mining or agrarian uses that 
are historically common to the area.   
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pine perch
Pine Perch commands dramatic views to 
the eastern plains, from the Pine Brook Hills 
community just west of Boulder. Nestled into a 
sloping foothills site, the home is a lively beginning 
for a newly married couple and their visiting 
children and grandchildren.

The continuation of materials from interior to 
exterior creates visually engaging indoor-outdoor 
connections. Structural stone walls extend from 
living spaces to outside buttressed walls, and steel 
ceiling beams ascend continuously from the Great 
Room to the uplifted shed roof outdoors. Corner 
window walls further help to “break the container” 
of living in this natural setting.

Centered on food and good times, this sun-filled 
home expresses an uplifting spirit that the couple 
enthusiastically celebrates as life’s next chapter. 
The aesthetic is eclectic, while comfortably modern 
in its local response to site and materiality.

Photos: Ron Ruscio Photography
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post fire modern
Following the 2010 Four Mile Fire, these clients sought to start anew on land with spectacular views 
down valley and to Sugarloaf. A low slung form hugs the hills, while opening to a generous deck in back. 
Primarily one level living, a lofted model plane workshop looks up and into a dramatic triangular skylight.

Photos: Charlie Martin and BARRETT STUDIO architects
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 little ship house 
In 2010, Andi lost her home to the Four Mile Fire. This began a journey of 
exploration through grief, community, and ultimately security and resilience.

In her new home, just under 2,000 square feet, simplicity, functionality, and 
sustainability reign supreme. Copious built-ins pepper the living, kitchen, 
and bedroom spaces, keeping function and clutter behind closed doors and 
maintaining the reductive aesthetic. Bedroom suites on opposing ends of the 
home allow for a guest suite to accommodate Andi’s sociable nature…and 
space that could transition to live-in care as she ages.

Stretching long on an east-west axis, the home catches abundant sunlight 
and stores it in the dark mass floor, while a central clerestory to the north 
balances daylight. Paired with an active solar array, the home achieves 
near-net zero performance. A generous deck follows the entire length of the 
house, curving out like the bow of a ship to drink in the views and clouds 
scudding across the valley.
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…it is a joyful concept, and an overwhelming, but deeply 
satisfying process.  A house I can live in, gracefully, as I 
age. A house that is run by the power of the sun, and that 
is filled with the love of friends, who will sit on the big, 
curved deck and dream their own dreams...

Andi, from her blog Burning Down The House





 mothertree 
Mothertree Home invites creation. The clients, a ceramics 
artist and a human potential teacher, inspired the design 
process by elevating acts of everyday living to events of 
pure delight. Each has their own creative space in the 
home: a ceramics studio and a bodywork / meditation 
studio, while an attached greenhouse and chef’s kitchen 
bring spice and flavor to mealtimes. Vibrant ceramic tiles, 
sinks and light fixtures made by the client bring art and the 
act of art making to every room. A warm but bright interior 
palette includes bamboo cabinetry and built-ins, cork 
flooring, and beetlekill pine indoor-outdoor ceilings.
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We like to describe the co-creative process 
as a dance. Our role of architects more 

closely resembled that of a juggler rather 
than a conductor. The glue in the project was 

everyone’s shared commitment to creativity, 
beauty and listening to the land, with a healthy 

dose of humor and goodwill.

David Barrett



desert home
The Desert Home, located in an arid, rugged Colorado 
landscape, was formally inspired by images from the 
science fiction classic, Dune. By burrowing into the south 
slope, the home integrates into the hillside, forming a 
three-story vertical that is absorbed into the land. The 
lower floor spills out to grade to encourage indoor-outdoor 
living. With sounds of the adjacent river and distant views 
of Longs Peak providing an ethereal realm for dreaming, 
the top floor of the home functions as this private couple’s 
solitary retreat.  

The home integrates systems that are sensitive to the 
climatic conditions of the site, such as high mass passive 
solar design using Perform Wall for high levels of 
insulation, ensuring a comfortable, habitable haven 
year round. 
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cliffside cabin
This couple’s home nestles into a ridge with dramatic drops on 
three sides to deep, rocky canyons. With the quiet beauty of the 
landscape as inspiration, the shed roofline mirrors jutting rock 
formations that are passed when approaching the home. Deep 
overhangs shelter a garden between the home and the garage, 
providing a small lush oasis in a relatively arid landscape. An 
understated gray roof and reclaimed weathered snowfence 
siding blend with the cliff rocks, allowing the home to appear as 
an extension of the landscape.

“The home is as vital and necessary as the 
beating of our own heart. . . 

it is your anchor to the world. 
Such a place is important 

to everybody, everywhere.” 

Harry Crews
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meadow meets forest
Meadow Meets Forest is a small, family compound where architecture and landscape merge, 
where the Montana meadow meets the forest edge. Designed utilizing sacred geometries, these 
homes tie both the earth and the heavens as they open to the pleasure of the warming sun, while 
they wrap around centralized Russian fireplaces.    

The retreat’s owners felt an affinity with Barrett Studio’s ideology of sustainability, resulting in a 
home that embraces the land on multiple levels. The homes are built with Rastra block, which is 
produced from recycled polystyrene waste, and other recycled materials such as shingles and 
timber. Thermal mass is integrated in floors, fireplace, thick-wall bancos and slate, which function 
to store the solar heat in these ecologically sound homes. The sense of stability in these homes is 
a retreat from the hectic world.  
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It’s as if we’ve peeled back a meadow to 
reveal a home in the earth. 

David Barrett



 prow home
Like the craggy mountain ridge that embraces this 
home, the formal geometry shifts and collides in 
reference to nature’s geologic chaos. One passes 
through the shifting stone walls like moving through 
a found ruin in the hillside. This reminiscence is 
reinforced via an exterior material palette dominated 
by site-quarried sandstone, sod roofing, and 
reclaimed Wyoming snow fence siding. Expanses of 
glass draw in both mountain and meadow views.

The home’s dramatic prow stretches out toward 
a 120 year old pine that twists upward into the 
blue skies above. Steps wind down to two outlying 
buildings housing guest, spa, and exercise facilities.

Photos: Wayne Thom
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 zoomerhouse 
Zoomerhouse is a modern concept home aimed at the active 
baby boomer, or what is known as a Zoomer. It was designed 
to anticipate the needs of aging minds and bodies without 
cutting back on style or sustainability. Zoomers need smaller, 
more compact homes, with essential living on one level, less 
lawn to mow, lots of counter space, easier access to bath and 
shower, and predictable energy costs.

Zoomerhouse flexes, adapts, and morphs to respond to 
changing needs and evolving interests. What starts as 
a personal wellness space in the second story loft can 
reconfigure to house a Boomerang family member or a 
foreign exchange student, can transform into a social and 
financial outlet via Airbnb, or later in the aging process can 
accommodate a live-in health care giver. 
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 courtyard homes
The town of Prospect, Colorado, approaches community living with a freshly eclectic 
perspective, bringing open-minded homeowners into a community where modern 
architecture thrives. In designing three unique homes in the Prospect community, this 
perspective was matched by a rethinking of the manner in which urban dwellers interact 
with both their surrounding community and the natural environment. Courtyard Homes 
emerged as a formal response to these seemingly divergent influences, both encouraging 
homeowners to interact with their neighbors at the streetscape, and allowing for refuge 
from the urban context in private, unshared areas.  

These homes represent a duplex with a shared courtyard as well as single-family homes 
with courtyards. The courtyard as a spatial planning tool allows for sun and shade 
capturing, shelter from winds, small urban gardens, and outdoor living — helping the 
smaller conditioned interior spaces inherent to an urban environment live bigger. Here, 
the embrace of nature can be felt and enjoyed even in an urban context.
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 hybrid home
The skillful integration of modern architecture with sustainable building 
science was the design goal for this courtyard home. An educated 
client was interested in green building from a technology and systems 
perspective, and encouraged us to design toward net-zero.

To reach this goal, the design weaves natural materials and clean 
visual detailing to achieve an organic modern aesthetic while applying 
OVE (Optimum Value Engineering) framing techniques, insulation 
over sheathing, sprayed foam insulation, and blower door testing to 
construct a tight building envelope, minimizing energy impact. The 
building systems include passive solar design, directionally tuned 
glazing, high efficiency multi-zoned radiant heat, EPA approved 
biomass heat, and solar thermal / photovoltaic panels for energy 
generation. Continuing the conscious systems approach in HVAC, an 
HRV (Hear Recovery Ventilator) and high SEER (Seasonal Energy 
Efficiency Rating) AC system couple with natural ventilation through 
motorized awning windows.

The result is a beautiful, near zero-energy urban home that embraces 
its owners’ ecological sensibilities as it embraces a private courtyard 
haven.
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neighborhood 
bungalow 
Embedded in a historic district in Boulder, this home is compatible with the existing fabric of 
traditional neighborhood homes, and responds to extremely tight physical constraints due to 
the narrow sloping lot, height, setback and solar shading restrictions. Using familiar building 
forms and materials—such as battered brick walls and deep porches in slightly different 
expressions—allows a comfortably livable new home in the heart of the city. 
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 leaf home
As a home for an individual with a passion for botany, Leaf 
Home grew out of an affinity with the Montana landscape. 
When approached from above, the house gives the 
impression of a Fall leaf gently settled on the edge of a 
mountain draw.  The house and earth-sheltered garage 
are carefully integrated into the land to further clarify this 
experience of the leaf coming to rest. Natural materials 
selection and close attention to a specific exterior color 
palette tie the home to the existing vegetation and extend 
the relationship with the land.

The home itself is organized into open rooms cradled 
under the warm expanse of a wood beam roof structure. 
The curve of the roof is further exaggerated within the 
home, creating long, open spaces with window walls taking 
advantage of the daily path of the sun and the spectacular 
views of the river valley below. The home embraces both 
its natural surroundings and the people within it, creating a 
restful retreat in an inspiring setting.
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 the editor
Designed for a couple who both hold editing positions, 
the Editor makes apparent the possibilities of taking 
what you have and editing it into a new product. This 
extensive remodel did not add any square footage 
but did achieve a significantly different layout and 
aesthetic, allowing this couple to inhabit a home more 
suited to their lifestyle. A custom designed fence 
anchors the home’s street presence and wraps a 
private oasis for outdoor living. Inside, new clerestory 
windows and vaulted ceilings transform the typical 
ranch 8’ ceilings into a spacious and light-filled living 
and dining space.
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 the splitstack
Occupying residential lots throughout many cities are aging 
split-level homes, in fashion during the 70’s and 80’s, but 
now ripe for renewal. The Splitstack takes such a home 
and transforms the space through simple architectural 
maneuvers such as reversing the stair run for better 
circulation flow (and allowing for a landing playroom!), lifting 
the roof to reveal enticing views to the Flatirons, and adding 
a much needed master suite. The transformation of this 
aged home was further enhanced by finding extra square 
footage through the addition of a new detached garage and 
upper studio space that could be used as a home office, 
yoga studio, or guest quarters.

Spatial transformations within the existing footprint, as well 
as material and cosmetic upgrades, were key components 
to the modernization of the Splitstack. An effort to salvage 
and reuse existing materials can be seen through the 
refinishing and reuse of the interior wood floors and 
exterior brick siding. New materials such as roof mounted 
photovoltaics and interior detailing and finishes add energy 
efficiency and a fresh new look.
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 the nice 
neighbor
Nestled in Old North Boulder, this 1960’s ranch remodel 
transformed both the home’s interior and exterior. Unsure 
of exactly how to modify their house, this family began with 
three key thoughts: adding a front porch; bringing in natural 
daylight; and using their existing space in a better and more 
efficient manner. After considering options that included 
adding a second floor, they ultimately decided against new 
square footage, instead focusing the design energy on 
improving what was present and respecting the one-story 
vernacular of the surrounding neighborhood - thus remaining 
the nice neighbor.

Early morning light pours through clerestory windows thanks 
to a new shed roof - which also adds volume to spaces 
originally constricted by an 8’ ceiling height. The wonderful 
south-facing backyard, which had felt divorced from the 
house, now enjoys direct connections from a combined 
living / dining area resulting from a newly open floorplan 
and rerouted staircase. The front of the house begged a 
more personal connection to the street — in contrast to 
the existing driveway approach and nondescript entrance. 
A generous porch, new carriage garage doors, and native 
landscaping around a new front walkway, collectively shifts 
the entry procession. This approach also brought “eyes to 
the street,” again exemplifying a neighborliness.
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Builders
Artists’ Home  DLM Construction  2005
Bluebell Home  Renové  2009
Bridge Cabin  Jeff Becker Construction  2009
Casa M  Renové  2011
Cliffside Cabin  Benchmark Custom Homes  2008
Courtyard Homes  Artspace, Tony Beck  2005
Creekside Courtyard  Jeff Becker Construction  2013
Desert Home  Jeff Becker Construction  2002
The Editor  Strong Backs and Artistic Hands  2007
Garden Home  Gettliffe  2001
Home in Rockscape  Harrington Stanko Construction  1998
Home of Straw  Cut No Slak  2001
Home on the Range  Harrington Stanko Construction  2008
Hybrid Home  Rob Luckett Construction  2007
Leaf Home  Jackson Construction Group  2003
Little Ship House  J.M. Long Construction Co.  2012
Mothertree  Cottonwood Custom Builders  2012
Neighborhood Bungalow  Chris Doran  2005
The Nice Neighbor  Milestone  2009
Phoenix Home  Harrington Stanko Construction  2013
Pine Perch  Harrington Stanko Construction  2015
Post Fire Modern  Jeff Becker Construction  2012
Prow Home  Deneuve Construction  1996
Riding on the Range  Harrington Stanko Construction  2013
The Splitstack  Jorge Espinoza  2008
St. Ignatious Retreat  Loken Builders  1999
Stoneview Home  Mark Eberl  2012
Tropical Home  Classic Renovations  2007
Uncompahgre Retreat  Bridger Construction  2013
Water-shed Revival  Harrington Stanko Construction 2015
Wee Ski Chalet  EcoFutures  2012
Zoomerhouse  Renové  2014
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Acknowledging the current and past staff of BARRETT STUDIO architects, and 
the fine craftsmen and builders who have joined us in the cocreative process to 
manifest these homes into the world.

“You must have a room, or a certain hour or so a day, where 
you don’t know what was in the newspapers that morning, 
you don’t know who your friends are, you don’t know what 
you owe anybody, you don’t know what anybody owes to you. 
This is a place where you can simply experience and bring 
forth what you are and what you might be. This is the place of 
creative incubation. At first you may find that nothing happens 
there. But if you have a sacred place and use it, 
something eventually will happen.”

Joseph Campbell

This book is a collection of residences designed by BARRETT 
STUDIO architects. Our body of work also includes community 
facilities, churches, public buildings, mixed-use and affordable 
housing, and master planning of sustainable neighborhoods. 
To see more, please visit our website.
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Representing over three decades of design 
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a modern living architecture reveals the 
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